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what the student of the growth of the human mind
wishes to know is. Whence their higher predicates;
or, let us say at once, whence their predicate God?
Here lies the whole problem. If a little child were to
bring us his cat and say it was a vertebrate animal,
the first thing that would strike us would surely be,
How did the child ever hear of such a name as a
vertebrate animal1? If the fetish-worshipper brings
us a stone and says it is a god, our question is the
same. Where did you ever hear of God, and what do
you mean by such a name ? It is curious to observe
how little that difficulty seems to have been felt by
writers on ancient religion.

Let us apply this to the ordinary theory of fetishism,
and we shall see that the problem is really this: Can
spirits or gods spring from stones ? Or, to put it more
clearly, Can we understand how there should be a
transition from the percept of a stone to the concept
of a spirit or a god?

Accidental origin of fetishism.

We are told that nothing is easier than this tran-
sition. But how ? We are asked1 to imagine a state
of mind when man, as yet without any ideas beyond
those supplied to him by his five senses, suddenly
sees a glittering stone or a bright shell, picks it up
as strange, keeps it as dear to himself, and then
persuades himself that this stone is not a stone like
other stones, that this shell is not a shell like other
shells, but that it is endowed with extraordinary
powers, which no other stone or shell ever possessed

1 Waitz, iL p. 187.